


ACTIVE LEARNING
STRATEGIES IN THE LANGUAGE
LEARNING/TEACHING PROCESS

BP 16 HOMEWORK - NEW APPROACHES

Homework is a very specific and problematic issue in adult language
education. It is well known that homework and self's studying is critical to
achieve good results. The problem is the available time and the types of
activities that do not appeal sufficiently on the learner. Thanks to WEB 2.0
tools students can produce their own content that shows immediate results
and can be shared with others.

Voxopop WWW.VOXOPOP.cCom
Fotobabble www.fotobabble.com



FOTOBABBLE

www.fotobabble.com

TEACHING/LEARNING EXPLOITATION

e Creating personalised illustrated vocabulary entries
and collecting them in a class blog or Wiki to create visual talking dictionaries.
e Commenting field trips via recording.
* Practising speaking skills, vocabulary, pronunciation and ability
to create and understand recorded messages.
* Practising of digital storytelling.
e Sharing opinions, thoughts and observations using voice messages.
* Alternative way to do class presentations.
e (Carrying on task-based learning activities.
e Recording messages about upcoming events,
fun highlights of the week in learning, or interesting occasions that took place.

The recordings done with Fotobabble can be embedded
on your class website, Wiki, or blog.
http://www.fotobabble.com/m/TFVuZIpiUkZLS009



ON-LINE
LEARNING/TEACHING

BP 38 TEACHER’S DIARY

Classes are innumerable and it gets difficult to remember details of every
class the teacher taught. Nevertheless, it is very good practice for professional
development to think and reflect on the classes taught.

To complete a successful reflection, it is necessary to keep record the
activities and what was successful or not, and what was the results. Using
simple web applications can help organise and deliver course content in

a variety of formats.

ON-LINE DIARIES ALLOWS TO:

 QOrganise assignment work, deliver contents,
and keep track of grades, attendance, and feedback.

e (et educator’s feedback.

e Create a collection of further resources, additional reading,
videos to watch and useful links.

 Design classroom syllabi.

e Keep records of teacher’s work and professional progress.

e Help educators create their own professional e-Portfolio.

Wikispaces www.wikispaces.com
Mahara http://mahara.org



ON-LINE
LEARNING/TEACHING

BP 43 USING ON-LINE COMMUNICATION

Adult students need to have a very close contact with the language school.
This is often very difficult, due to timetables, and commitments.

It is necessary to have a system that allows open and permanent
communication with the school, so that the student can feel the support of
the tutor and the school. Although the benefits of real-time video conferencing
are clear when it comes to virtual communication in support of the classroom,
asynchronous communication is much more popular model as the barriers

to implementation tend to be much lower - many of these tools are free and
require minimal hardware and software.

Discussion boards Wallwisher www.wallwisher.com

Blogs Blogger www.blogger.com
Social Networks Facebook www.facebook.com



ON-LINE
LEARNING/TEACHING

BP 2 BLENDED LEARNING

Time constraints are one of the biggest issues for adults trying to learn any
topic. Ways to make it easier to attend a course are always welcome.

A possible solution is presented by the on-line courses format.

In L2 learning these have proved problematic as the motivation pressure from
tutors and schools is generally limited. Alternative solutions are thus required.

WiziQ www.wizig.com
Skype www.skype.com
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BLENDED LEARNING

VIA SKYPE
Type of lesson Skype Learning - General English
Level A2 of CEFR
Age group Adults
Number of students 3-4
Duration 45 minutes
INTRODUCTION

All students and teacher log in Skype using their headsets and eventually turn on their webcames.
The teacher (T) welcomes students (SS) and envisages the content of the lesson and check
homework. T starts a brief conversation to warm-up. A short revision exercise of last lesson content
aimed at practising countable and uncountable nouns is performed.

CONVERSATION TOPIC - TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS

Discussion is held around major traditions and special days both in the Czech Republic and English
speaking countries that people are familiar with. Also special events like birthdays, graduations,
wedding and special customs associated with them can be commented. T can present more events
unfamiliar to students and share interesting links related with the topic. After discussion T draws SS'’s
attention to the most common errors which appeared in the conversation and corrects them.

VOCABULARY

T writes in the Skype writing box important expressions and vocabulary related with the conversation
topic and asks for definition of those the SS are familiar with. Students can look for new expressions
also in an on-line dictionary.



BLENDED LEARNING
VIA SKYPE

GRAMMAR

T presents a new grammar unit — quantifiers some, any. T sends SS text document containing rules
and exercises. They go through the rules together and after an example exercise, SS complete a new
exercise to practice. After certain time, it is checked and all questions and doubts are addressed by T.

READING

SS are sent a file containing a text connected with the conversation topic and given time to read it and
to accomplish the comprehension tasks. SS retell the text in their own words and check the answers
within the group.

LISTENING
T sends SS a link to a video related with customs or chooses a song and sends SS the link and a file
with comprehension questions or gaps. Students listen or watch and complete the exercises.

CONCLUSION

T assigns a task to prepare for the next on-line lesson - Welcome to the Czech Republic. SS’s

tasks are to prepare a brief presentation about the Czech Republic. They can include its historical,
geographical and cultural background, grown crops, imported/exported products, and interesting
places and as well can mention a few details about their home town or city in which they live or work.
SS are given a limit to hand it in. In the next lesson they will present their task and share them with the
rest of class. For performing this task they can use e.g. Glogster www.glogster.com.



ON-LINE WORKSHOPS

For language educators

Date / 8 June 2011 / 15.00 - 16.30
Platform / WiziQ / www.wizig.com
Fee [ Free

Language School with State Language Exam Rights PELIKAN, Ltd.
www.jazykova-skola-pelikan.cz

® BELTKAN O¥

Evropska jazykova cena LABEL 2010
S PRAVEM STATNIi JAZYKOVE ZKOUSKY za projekt Don't Give Up!



